
4  GazaMinistryofHealthData  asreportedinUnitedNations,“PalestinianCasualties.”

1  Co-founder,  CostsofWar,  and  MontagueBurton  Professor  of  International  Relations,  University  of  Oxford

3  The  

totalnumberofcasualties,236,505  peoplewhohavebeenkilledandinjured,constitutesmorethan  10%ofthepre-

warpopulationofGaza.Thatis,ifthestatistics,fromtheGazaMinistryofHealth,

1

2  

ThetotalnumberofGazanshasdeclinedtoanestimated2.1millionpeoplesincethestartofthewarduetodeathandtheexodusofabout100,000peoplefromtheterritory.

In  the  West  Bank,  1,048  people  have  been  killed  and  10,320  people  injured  from  7  
October  2023  to  3  October  2025  by  direct  violence.  4  Altogether,  the  number  of  residents  of  
Gaza  and  the  West  Bank  killed  and  injured  in  this  period  is  68,123  people  directly  killed  and  
179,750  people  injured.

arecomplete.  Recentanalysisbypublichealthexpertssuggeststhatthenumberoffatalities

As  of  3  October  2025,  according  to  the  Gaza  Ministry  of  Health,  67,075  people  have

TheHumanTolloftheGazaWar:

reportedbytheGazaMinistryofHealth,whichfacesmanyobstaclestokingafull

Summary

October  7,  2025

Direct  and  Indirect  Death  from  7  October  2023  to  3  October  2025

been  killed  and  169,430  people  have  been  injured  out  of  the  approximately  2.2  million  
people  living  in  the  Gaza  Strip  in  July  2023  (not  including  Israeli  military  forces).

account  ofthedeaths,  maybea  signIicant  undercount  oftheviolentdeaths.

Thehumantolloftheongoing  

IsraeliwarinGazasince7October2023canbesummarizedinafewstatisticsevenastherawnumberscannotdojusticetotherawsuffering:theIsraelDefenseForceshavekilledandseriouslyinjuredmorethan10%ofthepopulationand,throughthedestructionofinfrastructure—includingenergy,water,sanitation,agriculture,housing,andhealthcare—renderedtheconditionsoflifesodifIicultastocauselongtermharmforthepopulation.
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ThisreportisreleasedbytheCostsofWarprojecthousedatBrownUniversity'sWatsonSchoolofInternationalandPublicAffairs.ItspublicationwassupportedbytheCostsofWarteam

2  GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,  “PalestinianCasualties,”  
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiODAxNTYzMDYtMjQ3YS00OTMzLTkxMWQtOTU1NWEwMzE5NTM
wIiwidCI6ImY2MTBjMGI3LWJkMjQtNGIzOS04MTBiLTNkYzI4MGFmYjU5MCIsImMiOjh9.  
Lastaccessed6October2025.Pre-warpopulationdatafromthe  PalestinianCentralBureauofStatistics,10July2023,  
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/portals/_pcbs/PressRelease/Press_En_IntPopulationDy2023E.pdf.
3  

Populationasofmid-2025,estimatedbythePalestinianCentralBureauofStatistics,“PalestinianCentralBureauofStatistics(PCBS)PresentstheConditionsofthePalestinianPopulationontheOccasionoftheWorldPopulationDay,11/07/2025,”11July2025  https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/portals/_pcbs/PressRelease/Press_En_WPD2025E.pdf.
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8  

ICJOrder,ApplicationoftheConventiononthePreventionandPunishmentoftheCrimeofGenocideintheGazaStrip(SouthAfricav.Israel),May24,2024.  https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240524-sum-01-00-enc.pdf .

7  IPCGlobalInitiative,  “GazaStrip.”

“TheStateofIsraelbearsresponsibilityforthefailuretopreventgenocide,thecommissionofgenocideandthefailuretopunishgenocideagainstthePalestiniansintheGazaStrip.”9

Approximately  90%  of  the  population  of  Gaza  have  been  forced  to  move  at  least  once

Thedestructionoffood,infrastructure,andmedicalcare,andthedentialofadequateteamofaidhasplacedtheentireremainingpopulationofGazaatriskforhighratesofmorbidityandmortality.Anadditionalhalfamillionpeople,accordingtotheFamineReviewCommittee,currentlyfacetheworstleveloffoodinsecurity—  “catastrophic”—andanadditional1.07millionpeopleareconfrontingafood“emergency.”5

malnourished,  needing  access  to  basic  healthcare,  including  pre-natal  care,  or  suffering  from  diseases  

that  require  medicines.

Gazaisatragedy,butitisnotanaturaldisaster:theconsequencesofthewarforthepopulationofGazawereforeseeable,foreseen,anddocumentedbyobserversandtheIsraeligovernmentthroughoutthewar.InMay2024theInternationalCourtofJusticeord  eredIsraelto“haltitsmilitaryoffensive,andanyotheractionintheRafahGovernorate[atthesoutherntipofGaza],whichmayinIlictonthePalestiniangroupinGazaconditionsoflifethatcouldbringaboutitsphysicaldestructioninwholeorinpart.”8

This  report  focuses  on  conditions  in  Gaza  from  7  October  2023  to  3  October  2025.

2

—  most  many  times—  either  Ileeing  the  bombardment  or  Israel's  ground  forces,  or  because  the  

Israeli  government  ordered  the  people  to  evacuate.  Inmid-

August,beforethestartofthemostrecentIsraelimilitaryoffensiveinGaza,about86%oftheGazaStripwasundermilitarizedzonesdisplacement  

orders.6  Mosthospitalsandmedicalcentershavebeendestroyedordamaged.Theremaininghospitalsareoverwhelmedwithblastvictims

9  UnitedNationsHumanRightsCouncil,  
“LegalanalysisoftheconductofIsraelinGazapursuanttotheConventiononthePreventionandPunishmentoftheCrimeofGenocide,”  
A/HRC/60/CRP.3,  16September2025.  https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/a-hrc-60-crp-3.pdf.

On16  September  2025,  theUnitedNationsHumanRightsCouncilconcludedthat,

and  mostmedicineshaverunoutorareinshortsupply.ThefoodaidthatisreachingGazais“largelyinsufIcienttooffsettheprolongeddeIicits.”  

7  EvenifaceaseIireandanendtothewarweredeclaredtoday,itwillbetoolateformanyofthosewhoarealready

6  

UnitedNations,UnitedNationsOfiicefortheCoordinationofHumanitarianAffairs,“UNandNGOswarofHumanitarianImpactofIntensiiiedGazaCityOffensiveandFurtherMassDisplacement,”18August2025.  https://www.ochaopt.org/content/un-and-ngos-warn-humanitarian-impact-intensiiied-gaza-city-offensive-and-further-mass-displacement.

5  ThesecategoriesareusedbytheIntegratedFoodSecurityPhaseClassiiication,
(IPC),bytheIPCGlobalInitiative.SeeIPC,“GazaStrip:FamineConiirmedinGazaGovernorate,ProjectedtoExpand,”22August2025,  
https://www.ipcinfo.org/iileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Malnut
rition_July_Sept2025_Special_Snapshot.pdf.
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On7October2023,  Hamas  andIslamicJihadcombatants  invadedIsraelwith  

aforceofapproximately5,600people:theinvasionand  associated  rocketbombardmentof  Israelkilled  

1,200people,mostlycivilians.Hamasalso  injured  thousandsmoreandkidnapped

Israel'smilitaryvictory  againstEgyptandJordan  

intheJune1967SixDayWar.Sincethen,Palestinianshavepeacefullyresistedtheoccupation,takenuparms,mostnotablyintwouprisings,“intifadas”(1987-1993and  2000-2005),andengagedinnearlycontinuoussmall-scaleattacksinIsrael.Hamas  wasfoundedin1987withtheagendaofregaining  allofPalestineforPalestinians,throughviolenceifnecessary.HamasjoinedthegovernmentofGazain2006afterelectionsinwhichwonthemajorityofseats.Forawhile,HamasworkedinacoalitiongovernmentwiththeFatahpartyofGaza.ButthetwosidescouldnotworktogetherandHamastookcontrolofthegovernmentoftheGazaStripin2007afterviolentlyoustingitsrivals.TheIsraeligovernment  designatedtheGazaStripahostileentityand  thentighteneditsblockadeofGaza,severelyrestrictingandcontrollingthemovementofpeopleandgoodstoandfromGaza.From2007through2022,IsraelandHamashadfourseriousconIlicts(2008-2009,2012,2014,and2021)wheremilitantsIiredrocketsintoIsraelandIsraelconductedairstrikesintoGaza.IsraelDefenseForcesalsoconductedgroundoperationsinGazainthe  2008-2009and2014conIlicts.

3

Thecurrentwarhasdeeprootsandthechoiceofwheretobeginthenarrativeisconsequential.Israel'smilitaryoccupationoftheGazaStripandtheWestBankbeganwith

TheIsraelsecurityforcesrespondedimmediatelyon7OctoberbyattackingHamasinGaza.On8October2023,Israeldeclaredwar.Sincethen,theIightinghasescalatedand

Iran,andYemen.TheIsraelimilitaryoperationsinLebanonagainstHezbollah,beguninlate2023,  

includedbombardmentinSouthernLebanonandthecapitalBeirut.  

DespitetheceaseIirebetweenIsraelandLebanoninlate2024,theIsraelimilitarycontinuestotarget

Context

widened:  Israel  invaded  Gaza;  Hamas,  Hezbollah,  

HouthisbasedinYemenandIranconductedthousandsofrocketattacksonIsraelicities;andtheIsraelDefenseForces(IDF)attackedorganizationsandindividualsalliedwithHamasintheWestBank,Syria,Lebanon,

251  people,  some  of  whom  have  been  released,  since  died,  or  been  killed.  10  Asofearly  September,  about  48  

hostages  are  believed  to  remain  alive,  20  of  whom  were  being  held  by  Hamas.  11

11  StavLevaton,  LazarBerman,  NuritYohanan,  
“IDFChief:War'WillNotStop'UntilHamasisDefeated;PMSays'DecisiveStage'Starting,”  TheTimesofIsrael,  
2September2025.  https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-chief-war-will-not-stop-until-hamass-defeat-pm-says-decisive-stage-starting/.

10  NidalAl-MughrabiandEmmaFarge,  “HowManyPalestinianshasIsrael'sGazaWarKilled,”  Reuters,  30July2025.  
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/how-many-palestinians-has-israels-gaza-offensive-
killed-2025-03-24/ .  

Ofthedead,314weresoldiers.UnitedNations,OCHA,“OneYearofUnimaginableSufferingSincethe7OctoberAttack,”7October2024  
https://www.unocha.org/news/one-year-unimaginable-suffering-7-october-attack.  
Also,Haaretz,“Israel'sDead:TheNamesofThoseKilledinHamasAttacks,Massacres,andtheIsrael-
HamasWar,”  Haaretz,  19October2023,  https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-explains/2023-10-19/ty-article-magazine/notfe/israels-dead-the-names-of-those-killed-in-hamas-massacres-and-the-israel-hamas-war/0000018b-325c-d450-a3af-7b5cf0210000.
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14  SeeSophiaStamatapoulou-

Robbins,“TheHumanToll:IndirectDeathsfromWarinGazaandtheWestBank,October7,2023Forward,”7October2024.  https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/iiles/cow/imce/papers/2023/2024/Costs%20of%20War_Human%2

TheWashingtonPost,  10September2025,  https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/09/10/countries-israel-attacked-
qatar-doha/.;  MalloryMoenchandHugoBachega,“IsraeliAirStrikeHitSouthernLebanon,”
BBC  News,  18  September  2025.  https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ckgedgjd648o  13  
MasihandBrown,  “WithQatarAttack,  WhichCountriesHasIsraelStruckSinceOctober2023.”

0Toll%20Since%20Oct%207.pdf.

injury,  death,  displacement,  and  the  destruction  of  homes  and  life-sustaining  infrastructure

Reported  Death  and  Injury  in  Gaza

Asof3October2025,nearlytwoyearsintothewar  inGaza,accordingtoGazaMinistryofHealth  

dataasreportedbytheUnitedNations,67,075  peoplehavebeenkilledand169,430  

peopleinjuredoutofthe2.23millionpeoplelivinginGazabeforeIsrael'sinvasion.16  

InnearlyallwarsofanysigniIicantduration,therearevaryingestimatesofthenumberkilledandwounded,andoftendisputesaboutwhetherthosekilledwerecombatantsornon-combatants,anddisputesaboutwhokilledthem.  ThisisthecasewiththewarinGaza.SomeofthesedisputesareduetothefactthatineverywaritissometimesdifIiculttoretrievebodies,andthegovernmentalandnongovernmentalorganizationswhichcouldverifyandclassifythedeadareeithernot  ontheground,ortheirresourcesareextremelystretchedandstressed.ThedeathtollinGazaasreportedbytheMinistryofHealthisthuslikelytheminimumnumberkilled.Asdiscussingreaterdetailbelow,hospitalshavebeenoverrun,bodieshavenotbeenretrieved,orinsomecases,areunrecognizable.

thoseadditionaldeathsthathaveresultedfrommilitaryactivity,andtheconditionsthatwillcausesufferingevenafterraceaseIire.TheCostsofWarreport  

onthehumantoll  in2024  includedmoredataontheWestBankthanissummarizedhere.14  

IntheWestBank,asof3October2025,1,048peoplehavebeenkilledand10,320peopleinjuredbytheIsraelimilitary,police,andsettlers.  

15  Alltold,68,123PalestiniansintheGaza  StripandtheWestBankhavebeenkilledsince7October2023.

across  the  region.  This  report  does  not  include  an  estimate  of  the  total  additional  deaths  and  injuries  in  Israel,  Iran,  

Lebanon,  Syria,  Yemen,  and  Qatar.

4

HezbollahinLebanonwithhairstrikes.12  HezbollahcontinuestoIirerocketsatIsraeliterritory.InJune  2025,theIDF  

attacked  Iraniannuclearandmilitarytargetsfor12days.

Iran's  military  responded  by  launching  missiles  at  Israel.  The  Israeli  military  also  attacked  a  member  of  Hamas'  

negotiating  team  in  Doha,  Qatar  on  9  September  2025.  13  

On15September2025,theyattackednewspapersinYemen.Alloftheseoperationshavecaused

Theprimaryfocusofthecurrentreportisondirectwarddeathsin  theGazaStripsincethewarbegan—

thatis,thosedeathscausedbybombs,bullets,andtheIiresthateruptastheconsequenceofanexplosion.Italsodiscussestheindirectdeathtoll,thatis,

16  GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,“PalestinianCasualties.”  Population  figures  drawn  from  the  
Palestinian  Central  Bureau  of  Statistics,  10/07/2023,  https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/
portals/_pcbs/PressRelease/Press_En_IntPopulationDy2023E.pdf.

15  GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,“PalestinianCasualties.”

12  NihaMasih,andCateBrown,“WithQatarAttack,WhichCountriesHasIsraelStruckSinceOctober2023,”
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67,541

1.19568%

c.7,690/month  4%

Afghanistan,  2001  –  202123  

Ukraine,  February  2022  –  July  202524

Table1,  below,  comparesthekillinginGazaandtheWestBanktothekillinginthe

PeoplekilledinHamasattackonIsrael,  7October2023,

(including815civiliansskilled).

c.2,826/month  c.80%

Reported

c.44/month  unknown

%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%94/.  Accessed  6  October  2025.

War

c.  2,806/month  c.80%20

c.
176,218

EstimatedTotal%  CiviliansKilledKilled17

Table1.  Direct  Deaths  in  Gaza  and  the  West  Bank,  in  Comparative  Perspective

–  3  October202522

Allpeoplekilled  

inpost-10/7warinGaza,including466IsraelDefenseForcesreportedkilled,sincethe  IDFgroundinvasion.  21

Month

Average  Rate  
of  Killing/

PeoplekilledintheWestBank,  7October2023

323,000

GazaresidentsreportedkilledintheGazaStripduringIsraelimilitaryoperations,  7October2023–  3October  2025.  (NotincludingIDFkilled;seenextrow.)19

recentU.S.-ledwarinAfghanistan(2001–2021)andtheongoingwarinUkraine.

c.772/month  26%

67,075

5

1,048

(including  c.  13,883  civilians;  250,000  Russian  military).

24  “NumberOfCiviliansKilledAndInjuredInUkraineReachesThree-YearMonthlyHighInJuly2025,UN

17  Itissometimesverydifficulttodeterminewhoisacombatantornoncombatantandthesedeterminationsareoftendisputed.

21  ThenumberofIsraelisoldiersskilledinthe“Gazamaneuver”whose“nameswereallowedtobepublished,”
from  27  October  2023  through  5  October  2025.  IDFPersonnelDirectorate,  https://www.idf.il/160590.  AlsoseeIDF,  https://
www.idf.il/

%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%9C

HumanRightsMonitorsSay,”  https://ukraine.ohchr.org/en/Number-of-civilians-killed-and-injured-in-Ukraine-reaches-
three-year-monthly-high-in-July-2025-UN-human-rights-monitors-say.  SethG.Jonesand .

19GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,“PalestinianCasualties.”Accessed6Oct.  2025.

22GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,“PalestinianCasualties.”Accessed6Oct.  2025.

20ThroughMay2025,assumingthattheIsraelicountof8,900Hamasandothercombatantsdeadorprobablydeadautofatotalofabout53,000totalkilledasreportedbytheGazaMinistryofHeal  thinmid-Maywascorrect.EmmaGraham-HarrisonandYuvalAbraham,“Revealed:IsraeliMilitary'sOwnDataIndicateCivilianTollDeathRateof83%inGazaWar,”TheGuardian,21August2025.  https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2025/aug/21/revealed-israeli-militaries-own-data-indicates-civilian-death-rate-of-83-in-gaza-war.

18UnitedNationsHumanRightsCouncilreport,A/HRC/56/CRP.3.“DetailedFindingsAttacksCarriedOutOnandAfter7OctoberinIsrael,”  
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/

iiles/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session56/a-hrc-56-crp-3.pdf .  
SeeIsraeligovernmentlistofIsraelisandforeignnationalskilledbyHamas:  https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-
of-iron-civilian-casualties.

23  CostsofWar,“HumanCostOfPost-9/11Wars:DirectWarDeathsInMajorWarZones,Afghanistan&Pakistan(Oct.2001–  
Aug.2021);Iraq(March2003–  March2023);Syria(Sept.2014–  March2023);Yemen(Oct.2002-
Aug.2021)AndOtherPost-9/11WarZones,”  https://
watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/iigures/2021/WarDeathToll.
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26  These  fatalities  include  soldiers  skilled  by  Hezbollah  and  Iran.  
Someofthese913fatalitieswerereportedtohaveoccurredinGazaandthoseareincludedinTable1,above.

Accessed6  

October2025.ThelistofIDFkilledinOperationSwordsofIronincludesabout12peoplekilledintheWestBankIsraelMinistryofForeignAffairs,“SwordsofIron:IDFCasualties,”  https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-idf-casualties.

RileyMcCabe,  “Russia's  Battleground  WoesinUkraine,”  CISBriefs,  June  2025.  https://csis-website-
prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2025-

25  LastupdatedbytheIDFon5October2025.IDFPersonnelDirectorate,  https://www.idf.il/160590.

27  Reuters,  “IsraeliAttacksHaveKilled4,047peopleinLebanon,LebaneseMinisterSays,”  Reuters,  4December2024,  https://
www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-attacks-have-killed-4047-people-lebanon-  lebanese-minister-
says-2024-12-04/.

ThereismuchgreatercertaintyaboutthenumberofIsraelicombatantsskilledandwoundedinGazaduringthewar.TheIDFreports  

466“soldierskilledduringcombatintheGazaStrip”sincethestartofgroundoperationsthereon27October2023.TheIDFalsoreports2,952peopleinjured(notincludingthoseharmedinaccidents)sincegroundoperationsbeganintheGazaStrip.25

TherateofkillingandthepercentageofciviliansskilledinGazaiscomparativelyhigh.AsshowninTable1,above,theU.S.-
ledwarinAfghanistanfrom2001  –  

2021killedabout770peoplepermonth,and26%ofthosekilledwerecivilians.TheongoingwarinUkrainehaskilledalargenumberofpeople,andhasveryhighaveragemonthlyrateofkilling;however,thevastmajorityofthedeathsinthewarareamongtheinvadingRussianmilitaryforces,notUkrainianmilitaryorcivilians.Incontrast  toboththewarsinAfghanistanandUkraine,duringthe7October2023Hamas-ledattackonIsrael,themajorityofpeoplekilledwerecivilians(68%).Similarly,sincetheGazawarbegan,themajorityofthosekilledinGazahavebeencivilians.  Inthepost-Oct.7warinGaza,countingcombatantsfromallforcesinGazaandcivilians,morethan2,800peoplearedyingpermonthinGaza,andapproximately80%arecivilians.

As  discussed  above,  Israel's  government  

haswidenedthewartoincludeattacksonarmedforcesandmilitantorganizationsinLebanon,Yemen,andIran.Asof5October2025,theIDFlisted913IsraelDefenseForceskilledand6,313woundedintheregionduringoperation  26

TheIsraelibombardmentofLebanon,beguninlate2024,injured16,638peopleandkilled4,047peoplebeforeeaseIirewasconcludedinNovember2024,anddisplacedhundredsofthousandsofpeople.27  Morethan100peopleinIsraelwerekilled,andanestimated63,000peopleinnorthernIsraelweredisplaced,byunguidedandindiscriminaterocketsandmortarsIiredfromLebanonbyHezbollahhinlate2024.Hamas,Iran,Hezbollah,andtheHouthiscontinue  toIirerocketsagainstIsrael  andIsraelisfacesongoingsuicideandother

6

Althoughnotthefocusofthispaper,itisimportanttonotethatthelargerregionalconIlictbegunafter7October2023haskilledandinjuredmanythousandsmorepeople.

06/250603_Jones_Battlefield_Woes_0.pdf?VersionId=swtz75pqU3Del_5mBFQfV5dYKCS8J_gz.
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31  For  comparative  discussion,  seeTurse,  “NewsGraveyards.”

29

Hundreds  of  journalists  and  media  workers  have  also  already  been  killed  in  Gaza.

7

AccordingtoaCostsofWarreportbyNickTurse,“Thirty-

sevenjournalistswereslainintheGazaStripduringtheIirstmonth”ofthewar,“makingitthedeadliestmonthdocumentedbytheCommittetoProtectJournalistssinceitbegancollectingdatain1992.”30  AsTable2indicates,journalistsandhumanitarianworkersinGazahavebeenkilledathigherratesthaninotherrecentconflicts.31

from7October2023tolateSeptember2025.Ofthese,eightinternationalaidworkershavebeenkilled;thus,about99%ofthehumanitarianworkersskilledinGazaarePalestinian.Ahighproportion,73%,ofallhumanitarianworkersskilledinGazadiedastheresultofbombardmentand9%werekilledbyshelling.OnehumanitarianworkerinGaza,detainedbytheIsraeliforces,wasskilledincustody.AdditionalIive  humanitarianworkerswerekilledintheWestBankbyvariousmeans.

Israel'sgovernment  

hasblockedalmostalloutsideaccesstoGaza.SpeciIically,internationalmediahavebeenbarredbyIsrael,andhumanitarianworkers,whocouldbringeyewitnessaccountstotherestoftheworld,havehadlimitedaccesstoGazasincethestartofthewar.Nonetheless,journalistsandhumanitarianworkersareworkinginGaza,attheriskofinjury,death,orimprisonment,intheireffortstoverifyaccountsofthedeadandinjuredanddistributeassistance.

terrorist  attacks  by  militant  organizations  and  individuals.  28  

SomeofthosedisplacedinIsraelandLebanonhavenotbeenabletoreturnhome.Israel'sattacksinSyria,Iran,YemenandQatarhavealsokilledandinjuredpeople.

JournalistsandHumanitarianWorkersKilled

MorehumanitarianworkershavebeenkilledinGazaovertwoyearsthanthroughthecourseoftheentirenearly20yearsoftheU.S.-
ledwarinAfghanistan.AccordingtodatafromtheAidWorkerSecurityDatabase,554aidworkerswerekilledinGazaduringthewar

30  NickTurse,  “NewsGraveyards:HowDangerstoWarReportersEndangertheWorld,”CostsofWar,1April2025,p.6,  https://

costsofwar.watson.brown.edu/sites/default/iiles/papers/Turse_Costs-of-War_The-Reporting-Graveyard-4-2-25.pdf .  

TursealsonotesthattherearedifferentcountsofjournalistsandmediaworkersskilledinGaza.

28  Amnesty  International,  “Israel:Hezbollah'sUseofInherentlyInaccurateWeaponstoLaunchUnlawfulAttacksViolatesInternationalLaw,”20December2024,  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/12/israel-hezbollahs-use-

of-inherently-inaccurate-weapons-to-launch-unlawful-attacks-violates-international-law/.  

HumanRightsWatch,TiranaHassan,“IsraelandPalestine:Eventsof2024,”  https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/israel-

and-palestine .

29  AidWorkerSecurityDatabase,  1997-Present.  https://www.aidworkersecurity.org/incidents.  Last  accessed  30  September  2025.
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35  EmmaGraham-Harrison,  “IsraelUnitTaskedwithSmearingGazaJournalistsasHamasFighters–  Report,”

2023-  September  2025

195  (–248)*

Journalists/Media

AidWorkerSecurityCommitteeTo

32
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248  journalists  have  been  killed  since  the  start  of  the  war,  an  average  of  about  10  per  month.  In  
comparison,  over  the  course  of  nearly  20  years  of  the  U.S.-led  war  in  Afghanistan,  an  average  of  less  
than  one  journalist  was  killed  per  month.

September2025

19

Journalists

IsraeliMilitaryOperationsinGaza,  
2023-28

446

Killed  in  Gaza,  October

DatabaseReportof

JournalistshavebeenkilledaccidentallywhilereportinginmanywarsandthishascertainlyhappenedinGaza.Inaddition,theIsraeligovernmenthassaidthatitistargetingcombatantswhoareoperatingundercoveras  journalists.However,journalistsbasedinIsraelhaveuncovereda  specialunitoftheIDF—the“legitimisationcell”—chargedwiththejobof  “identifyingreportersitcouldsmearasundercoverHamasIighters,totargetthemandtobluntinternationaloutrageoverthekillingofmediaworkers.”35  Ofthosewho

Protect

Afghanistan,  2001-202133 74

HumanitarianAidWorkers
Estimates  of

UsingdatacollectedbytheCommitteetoProtectJournalists,anaverageofabout8journalistshavebeenkilledeachmonthinGazasince7October2023.  ButtherearehighercountsofthenumberofjournalistsandmediaworkerskilledinGaza.TheGazaMediaCentersays238journalistshavebeenkilledandtheUNHumanRightsOfIicereportsthat

*  The  Committee  to  Protect  Journalists  (CPJ)  is  investigating  additional  cases  of  journalists  being  
killed.  34  Thehigherendestimate(248)isfromtheUNHumanRightsOfFice.

WorkersKilled

August2025

554

Table2.JournalistsandHumanitarianWorkersKilledinGaza,Afghanistan,andUkraine  Wars32

War

TherateofkillingofjournalistsinGazahasdeclinedoverthecourseofIighting.

Ukraine,  February  2022-

TheGuardian,  15August2025,  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/15/israeli-military-unit-reportedly-
tasked-with-linking-journalists-in-gaza-to-hamas.

33  CostsofWar,  https://costsofwar.watson.brown.edu/costs/human.

32  
Sources:CommittetoProtectJournalists,JournalistMotiveConiirmedandMediaWorkersMotiveConiirmedandUnconiirmed,retrievedfrom  
https://cpj.org/  andCommittetoProtectJournalists,  Israel-GazaWar,  https://cpj.org/full-coverage-israel-gaza-war/.  AidWorkerSecurityDatabase,  1997-Present.

34  

UnitedNations,HumanRights,OfiiceoftheHighCommissioner,“StatesMustStopIsraelBeforeAllJournalistsinGazaareSilenced:UNExperts,”UnitedNations,4September2025.  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/states-must-stop-israel-all-journalists-gaza-are-silenced-un-experts .  AnnieKelly,  “TheDeadlyTollonJournalistsinGazaWar,”  TheGuardian,  1September2025,  https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/ng-interactive/2025/sep/01/israel-gaza-war-media-palestinian-journalists-killed-cpj.

Machine Translated by Google

https://cpj.org/


40  HosniNedemandRaniaAbuShamala,  “1MorePalestinianJournalistKilledinIsraeliStrikeonGaza,”  AA,  
31August2025,  https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/1-more-palestinian-journalist-killed-in-israeli-strike-on-
gaza/3674605#.

38  Kelly,  “TheDeadlyTollonJournalistsintheGazaWar.”Reuters,  
“IsraelHitsGazaHospital,KillingatLeast20People,IncludingFiveJournalists,”  Reuters,  25August2025.  
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-hits-gaza-hospital-killing-least-20-people-including-iive-
journalists-2025-08-25/.  HumanRights,  OfiiceoftheHighCommissioner,  
“StatesMustStopIsraelBeforeAllJournalistsinGazaareSilenced:UNExperts,”  4September2025,  https://
www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/states-must-stop-israel-all-journalists-gaza-are-silenced-un-experts .
39  MerlynThomas,BenedictGarmanandSebastianVandermeersch,“NewFootageShowsIsraelStruckGaza'sNasserHospitalFourTimes,”  
BBCNews,  29August2025,  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cly6lxn1l4po.

43  DavidGritton,  “IsraeliStrikesinYemenKill35People,HouthisSay,”  BBCNews,  11September2025,  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c179e5v552ko.  
MohamedMandour,“Israel'sKillingof31YemeniJournalistsMarksDeadliestGlobalAttackin16years,”CommittetoProtectJournalists,19September2025,

NationalPublicRadio,  1September2025,  https://www.npr.org/2025/09/01/nx-s1-5521944/news-outlets-  call-for-
safety-of-journalists-covering-the-war-in-gaza.

42  AyaBatrawi,  “MediaOutletsDemandIsraelGrantAccesstoGaza,HaltAttacksonJournalistsThere,”

36  Committee  to  Protect  Journalists,  “JournalistsCasualtiesintheIsraelGazaWar.”

August2025wasaparticularlydeadlymonthforjournalistsinGaza.On11August2025,theIsraeligovernmentsaidittargetedacorrespondentforAlJazeera,AnasAl-Sharif

havedied,"Todate,CPJhasdeterminedthattotalof59journalistsandmediaworkersweredirectlytargetedandkilledbyIsraeliforces,casesthatCPJclassiIiesasmurders."36

41  Committee  to  Protect  Journalists,  “JournalistsCasualtiesintheIsraelGazaWar,”  updated19September2025,  
https://cpj.org/2023/10/journalist-casualties-in-the-israel-gaza-conilict/.

43  After  the  attack,  the  Committee  to  Protect  Journalists  Regional  Program

9

Further,  the  Israeligovernment  hasattacked  andkilled  
journalistsoutsideGaza.TheCommittetoProtectJournalistshasnoted  that  Israeliforceskilled  

sixLebanesereportersinLebanon  from2023-2025  andthreeIranianreportersinIran  in2025.  41  

On1September2025,morethan200mediaoutletsacrosstheglobejoinedacallorganizedbyReporterswithoutBorderstoprotectjournalistsandgranttheiraccesstoGaza.42  On10September2025,IsraelattackedtwonewspaperofIicesinYementhatIsraeliofIicialsaccusedofdistributing“psychologicalterror.”Theattackkilled31journalistsandmediaworkers,andatleastfour  other  people,  including  one  child.  The  attack  also  wounded  22  other  journalists.

whowasatthetimeworkinginatentwithotherjournalistsoutidealShifaHospitalinGazacity.ThestrikekilledatotaloffourAlJazeerajournalistsandtwofreelancers.  IsraelmadethestrikebecauseitsaidSharifwasHamas,aclaimthatSharifdisputedbeforehiskillingandthathisnewsorganization  AlJazeera  hadsaidwas“baseless.”37  On25August2025,  strikes  atNassirHospitalkilled  Iivejournalistsand17otherpeople.38  WhileNetanyahusaidthethatIsrael“deeplyregretsthetragicmishap,”IDFIsraeliofIcialssaidtheytargetedNasser  hospitalbecauseoneofthecamerastheremayhavebeenprovidinginformationtoaboutthe“activityofIDFtroops”Hamas.39  On31August,IslamAbed,acorrespondentfor  AlQudsTodayTV,  waskilledathomeinGazaCitywithherhusbandand
oneofher  children  inadronestrikeonher  apartmentcomplex.

37  SaraJabakhanji,  “AlJazeeraCallsIsraeliArmyclaims'baseless'AfterIDFAccuses6JournalistsofBeingMilitants,”CBC,24October2024,  https://

www.cbc.ca/news/world/israel-gaza-al-jazeera-journalists-1.7361844 .

40
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44  Qudahquotedin  Mandour,  “Israel's  Killingof31YemeniJournalistsMarksDeadliestGlobalAttackin16Years.”

47  MikeSpagat,  “QualityDataRecordinginGaza,  PotentiallyEvidencingGenocide,  FrustratedbyIsraeliStrikes—  
ContraveningInternationalCourtofJusticeOrders,”  ActiononArmedViolence,  19February2024,  https://
aoav.org.uk/2024/quality-data-recording-in-gaza-evidencing-potential-genocide-frustrated-by-israeli-strikes-
contravening-international-court-of-justice-orders/.

49  GabrielEpstein,  “HowHamasManipulatesGazaFatalityNumbers:ExaminingtheMaleUndercountandOtherProblems,”  
PolicyNotes,  No.144.TheWashingtonInstituteforNearEastPolicy,25January2024.  https://
www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-hamas-manipulates-gaza-fatality-numbers-examining-
male-undercount-and-other.

46  GazaMinistryofHealthdatareportedbytheUnitedNations,  “PalestinianCasualties.”

45  “Listofidentifiedvictims,aspublishedbythePalestinianMoHinGaza.”  Airwars.

https://cpj.org/2025/09/israels-killing-of-31-yemeni-journalists-marks-deadliest-global-attack-in-16-

48  GabrielEpstein,  “GazaFatalityDatahasBecomeCompletelyUnreliable,”  PolicyWatch3851,  
TheWashingtonInstituteforNearEastPolicy,  26March2024.  https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/gaza-fatality-data-has-become-completely-unreliable.

reportsupdatesofaggregateIiguresfromtheGazaMinistryofHealtheveryfewdays.46

TheGazaMinistryofHealthrecordingofdeathsandinjurieshasbeendoneatsome

risk;severaloftheofIicialsrecordingthedeathshavethemselvesbeenkilledwhiledoingtheirwork.Thus,asthescholarMikeSpagatnotes,  

“ItisunlikelythattheMoHnowpossessdeathrecordsforthefullcourseofthewarevenremotelycloseinqualitytothoseitcompiledduringtheIirstmonth.”47  

Unsurprisingly,giventheconditionsunderwhichitisproduced,IlawsandinconsistenciesinGazaMinistryofHealth  

datahavebeenidentiIied  

andtherearesomeerrorsintheUNreportingofthoseIigures.Forexample,theagesandsexesofthosekilledhavesometimesbeenchangedorcorrectedbytheGazaMinistryofHealth.AndtheMinistryhasalsomadeannouncementssofthenumberofthedead,onlytorevisethemdownward.48  Further,becausetheGazaMinistryofHealth  isrunbyHamas,ithasbeencriticizedasbiasedandaccusedofmanipulating  fatality  numbers.49

MinistryofHealthtobereliable,  evenasit  modIiesthemtotakeaccountofchanged

WithlimitedoutsideaccesstoGaza,observersrelyontheGazaMinistryofHealth,which,sincethestartofthewar,istheonlyorganizationonthegroundkeeping  arecord  ofthepeoplekilledinPalestine.Between26October2023and4August2025,theGazaMinistryofHealthhasreleased11listofthepeopleitsidentiIiedaskilled,includingtheirsex,names,andages.TheGazaMinistryofHealthdata  doesnotdistinguishcombatantsfromnoncombatants.  These  lists  can  be  accessed  online.45  TheUnitedNations

Director,SarahQudah,  said,  

“SinceOctober7,2023,Israelhasemergedasaregionalkillerofjournalists,withrepeatedincidentsinGaza,Lebanon,Iran,andnowYemenconIirmingIsrael'slongstandingpatternoflabelingjournalistsasterroristsorpropagandiststojustifytheirkillings.”44

GazaMinistryofHealthData  DisputedButUsedbyIsrael  andNATO

https://airwars.org/moh-list/.

On  the  other  hand,  independent  scholars  have  found  the  methods  used  by  the  Gaza

10

years/.
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53  Prothero,  “IsraeliIntelligencehasDeemedHamasRunHealthMinistry'sDeathTollFiguresGenerallyAccurate.”

52  Israelioficial,quotedinProthero,“IsraeliIntelligencehasDeemedHamasRunHealthMinistry'sDeathTollFiguresGenerallyAccurate.”

notedthatthewarhaddisruptedandimpededtheabilityoftheMinistryofHealthinGazatocollectdatafromhospitalsandotherhealthcarefacilities:“TheescalationofIsraelimilitarygroundoperationsandattacksonhealth-carefacilitiesseverelydisruptedthelatter'sabilitytorecorddeathselectronically.”55  From7October2023to11June2025,therewere735attacksonhealthcarefacilitiesand“atleast1,580healthworkersskilled.”56

ThecurrentGazaMinistryofHealthIiguresmayinfactbeasignIicantundercount

ofthenumberofviolentwarddeaths.Therearetworeasons.First,asisthecaseinmostwars,thepublichealthinfrastructureinGazanecessaryforthereportingandanalysisisbadlydamaged.MostGazaMinistryofHealthdatabeforethewarcamefromhospitalrecords.AstudypublishedintheBritishmedicaljournalTheLancet ,  inFebruary2025,

On9  September2025,  Herzi  Halevi,  theformerChiefofStaffoftheIsraelDefenseForces

conditionsontheground.50  

Further,despiteassertionsthattheGazaMinistryofHealthhasbeenexaggeratingthedeathtoll,Israel'sownintelligenceservicehasdeterminedthatGazaMinistryofHealthIiguresarereliable.  Indeed,  theGazaMinistryofHealthdataarebeingusedinofIicialbrieIingsinIsrael.51AccordingtoanunnamedIsraeliofIicial ,“Thenumbersareheavilyreliedup[on]forofIicialbrieIingsonciviliancasualtiesbecausewiththeexceptionofstrikesonhigh-valuetargets,whereseniorofIicialsarebriefedoncollateraldamage,nonciviliancasualtyIiguresoreestimatesarecollected”  independentlybyIsrael.52  OfIicialsfromNATOcountriesalsoacknowledgedusingtheGazaMinistryofHealthdata.53

toldaudienceofIsraelisthat,  “Thereare2.2millionpeopleinGaza,overtenpercentwerekilledorinjured,”  
anumberthatisconsistentwiththeGazaMinistryofHealthIiguresforkilledandinjured.54
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Undercounting

55  

ZeinaJamaluddine,HananAbukmail,SarahAly,OonaCampbell,FrancescoChechi,“TraumaticInjuryMortalityintheGazaStripfromOct7,2023,toJune30,2024:ACapture–recaptureAnalysis,”  TheLancet,  8  February  2025,  https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext.

51  MitchelProthero,  “IsraeliIntelligencehasDeemedHamasRunHealthMinistry'sDeathTollFiguresGenerallyAccurate,”  
Vice,  25January2024.  https://www.vice.com/en/article/israeli-intelligence-health-ministry-death-toll/ .

50  MichaelSpagatandDanielSilverman,  “IstheHamas-
runMinistryofHealthDataonFatalitiesinGazatobeTrusted,”ActiononArmedViolence,1November2023,  https://
aoav.org.uk/2023/are-the-gazan-casualty-iigures-being-reported-reliable-two-conilict-experts-compared-the-
numbers-to-previous-attacks-and-conclude-they-are-credible/.  AssmaMaad,  
“WhytheGazaHealthMinistry'sDeathCountisConsideredReliable,”  LeMonde,13October2024.

54  HaleviquotedinRoniGreenShaulov,  

“HelevitoResidentsintheEnvelope:'TheConcepthasCollapsed.NoOneSaid“dothisandthat”andWentBacktoSleep.”  Ynet,  10  September  2025.  https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/h1i4qhyjlx.

56  UnitedNationsHumanRights,  “UNExpertsAppalledbyRelentlessIsraeliAttacksonGaza'sHealthcareSystem,”  
OfiiceoftheHighCommissioner,13August2025,  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/08/un-
experts-appalled-relentless-israeli-attacks-gazas-healthcare-system;  UnitedNationsUNNews,  
“HealthandAidWorkersTargetedinConilictsAroundtheWorld,UNAgencySays,”23August2025,  https://news.un.org/en/story/
2025/08/1165710.
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zEkdDE3NTc5MzMzMDIkajYwJGwwJGgw.

60  OlgaCherevko,“'WhenGazaburned,childrenstarved,hospitalscollapsed–  

didyouact?'BriefingbyOlgaCherevko,OCHASpokespersoninGaza,tojournalistsinUNHeadquartersinNewYork,”UnitedNationsOfficefortheCoordinationofHumanitarianAffairs,12September2025,  https://www.ochaopt.org/content/when-gaza-burned-children-starved-hospitals-collapsed-did-you-act?_gl=1*1241pod*_ga*MTUyNzI1MzUzLjE3NTc5MzMyMTE.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*czE3NTc5MzMyMTEkbzEkZ

57  JoelGunter,  “'InEveryStreetThereareDead':GazaRescuersReckonwithScaleofDestruction,”  BBCNews,  
20January2025.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn8x00mgjxmo.

59  GabrielEpstein,  “Assessing  theGazaDeathTollAfterEighteenMonthsofWar,”  PolicyNotes,  
No.158.TheWashingtonInstituteforNearEastPolicy,May2025.  
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/iiles/pdf/PolicyNote158Epsteinv3.pdf.

63  Michael  Spagat,  Jon  Pedersen,  Khalil  Shikaki,  Michael  Robbins,  Eran  Bendavid,  Håvard  Hegre,  Debarati  
Guha-Sapir,  “Violent  and  Nonviolent  Death  Tolls  for  the  Gaza  War:  New  Primary  Evidence,”  22  July  2025,  p.  2.

However,”thelackofequipmenttomovelargemassofrubble—  

exacerbatedbyIDFairstrikesonconstructionvehiclesIsraelidentiIiedashavingbeenusedintheOctober7attack—  

alongwiththeneedtoavoidunexplodedordnancelikelypointtosignIicantnumbersofunrecoveredbodies.”59  

Thus,asoneUNobservernoted,“theunmistakablesmellofdeatheverywhere–  

agrizzlyreminderthattheruinsliningthestreetshidetheremainsofmothers,fathers,children.”60  

Asdiscussedbelow,intheareaswhereitoperates,Israel'smilitaryhasdemolishedandbulldozedawaymanypartiallydestroyedbuildingsandsomebodiesmayneverberecovered.

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2025.06.19.25329797v4.full-text.

TwoseparateindependentscholarlyanalysesofthenumberofpeoplekilledinGaza

suggeststhattheGazaMinistryofHealthIiguresmaybeasignificantundercountofthenumberofviolentdeaths.61  

TheIirst,areportpublishedinTheLancetinFebruary2025concludedthat  

“ OuranalysissupportstheaccuracyoftheMoHreportedmortalityIiguresbutsuggeststhatthesearetobetreatedasaminimumestimatesubjecttoconsiderableunder-reporting. ”  62  Thesecondanalysis,basedonaGazaMortalitySurvey,alsoconcludedthattheGazaMinistryofhealthdatawasanundercount:“OurIindingssuggestthatviolentmortalityhassigniIicantlyexceededofIicialIigures.”63  TheGazaMortalitySurveyestimated

12

During  the  January  to  March  2025  cease-fire,  several  hundred  bodies  were  recovered.

Second,  many  of  the  bodies  of  those  killed  by  bombardment  haven't  been  found.

Indeed,  

nonreliableIiguresarecurrentlyavailableforthenumberofpeopleinGazawhosebodiesareyettoberecovered.InJanuary2025,atthestartoftheshortceaseIire,theCivilDefenceAgencyinGazaestimatedthatthereweremorethan10,000peoplewhosebodiesremainburiedintherubble.57  Sinceearly2025,theGazaMinistryofHealthnolongereestimatesthenumberofthosewhosebodieshavenotbeenrecovered.AsoneNATOofIicialsaid,“OfcoursethetruecasualtiesarehigherthananyhealthministryIiguresbecausethere'sunrecoveredbodies,halfthestripisIlattenedbyairstrikesandthere'smoredeadunderthatrubble.”58

61  Jamaluddine,  Abukmail,  Aly,  Campbell,  Chechi,  
“TraumaticInjuryMortalityintheGazaStripfromOct7,2023,toJune30,2024.”

58  QuotedinProthero,  “IsraeliIntelligencehasDeemedHamasRunHealthMinistry'sDeathTollFiguresGenerallyAccurate.”

62  Jamaluddine,  Abukmail,  Aly,  Campbell,  Chechi,  
“TraumaticInjuryMortalityintheGazaStripfromOct7,2023,toJune30,2024,”p.476.
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65  GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,“PalestinianCasualties.”

64  Their  range,  with  a  95%  confidence  interval,  for  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  that  period  was  63,600–

68  Prothero,  “IsraeliIntelligencehasDeemedHamasRunHealthMinistry'sDeathTollFiguresGenerallyAccurate.”
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Inassessingthehumantoll,  
thereisthequestionofhowmanyofthedeadareciviliansandhowmanyarecombatants.  

Asnotedaabove,theGazaMinistryofHealthdoesnotdistinguishthenumberofkilledbytheircombatantornoncombatantstatus.TheIsraelimilitaryhasemphasizedthatittargetsHamasandothercombatants.On12October2023,IsraeliPresidentIsaacHerzogsaid,“Wearetargetingtheenemy....Weareeverycautiousinthewayweoperate.  TheIDFusesallthemeansatitsdisposalinordertoreduceharmtothepopulation.Forexample,manyresourcesareinvestedingatheringintelligencetolocatetheenemyseparatelyfromcivilianpopulation,inevacuatingthecivilianpopulationfromthecenterofthebattle,warningcitizens,andmonitoringhumanitariansituation.”66  IsraelispokespersonMajorKarenHajioffsaidinDecember2023,“asamilitarycommittedtointernationallawandamoralcodeofconduct,wearedevotingvastresourcestominimisingharmtotheciviliansthatHamashasforcedintotheroleofhumanshields.

“75,200violentdeaths...betweenOctober7,2023,andJanuary5,2025.”64  
Inthesameperiod,throughJanuary2025,theGazaMinistryofHealthreportedabout45,650deaths.65

TheRatioofNoncombatanttoCombatantDeaths

ThedatathatIsrael'sgovernment  itselfhasprovidedsuggests  

ahighrateofciviliancasualties.InearlyDecember2023,Israelsaidithadkilledabout5,000membersofHamas,andthattheratioofkillingwastwociviliansforeverycombatantinGaza.AnIsraeli“seniormilitary”ofIicialsaid,  “I'mnotsayingit'snotbadthatwehavearatiooftwotoone.”  69  Hecontinued,“I  canassureyouthatwe'redoingeverythinginourpowertoreduceciviliancasualties.Butthisispartoftheconsequencesofwar.”70  Ifthatwasindeedtheratioofnoncombatanttocombatantdeath,anIsraeliofIicialwasacknowledgingthatabout66%ofthosekilledwerecivilians.

OurwarisagainstHamas,notagainstthepeopleofGaza.”67  

Yet,itwouldbehardfortheIsraelimilitary,byitsownadmission,toassesstheirtargeting.AsoneIsraeliintelligenceofIicialstatedin2024,“Alotoftargetshavebeenhitwithoutprioranalysisorestimatesandthere'sneveranyfollowupcollection.”68

67  NatashaBertrandandKatieBoLillis,  “Exclusive:NearlyHalfofThe  Israeli  
MunitionsDroppedOnGazaAreImprecise'DumbBombs,'USIntelligenceAssessmentFinds,”  
CNN,  14December2023.  https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/13/politics/intelligence-assessment-dumb-bombs-israel-gaza/index.html.

86,800deaths.  Spagat,  Pedersen,  Shikaki,  Robbins,  Bendavid,  Hegre,  Guha-Sapir,  “Violent  and  Nonviolent

69  AFPandTimesofIsraelStaff,  “IDFofficials:2civiliandeathsforevery1HamasfighterkilledinGaza,”  TheTimesofIsrael,  
5December2023.  https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-officials-2-civilian-deaths-for-every-1-
hamas-fighter-killed-in-gaza/.
70  AFPandTimesofIsraelStaff,  “IDF  Officials.”

66  IsraelMinistryofForeignAffairs,  “PresidentHerzogHoldsBrieiingforInternationalMedia,”12October2023,  https://
www.gov.il/en/pages/president-herzog-holds-brieiing-for-international-media-12-oct-2023.

Death  Tolls  for  the  Gaza  War,”  p.  4.
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75  Harrison  and  Abraham,  “Revealed.”
74  Harrison  and  Abraham,  “Revealed.”

Startingin2024  theIDFsaidthatithadkilledabout17,000-18,000Hamas  operatives  inGaza.  71  Theseandsimilar  

estimatesofthenumberofHamasandothercombatantsskilledhadbeencitedindisputesaboutthenumberofciviliansskilledasawayofsuggestingthatIsrael'smilitarywaskillingfewerciviliansthansomehadcharged.

killed.  At  the  start  of  the  war,  the  IDF  website  had  tallies  of  “terrorists”  killed  in  Gaza.

Further,  Israeli  statements  have  consistently  overestimated  the  number  of

72  For  example,  
inDecember2024,  

AndrewFoxdisputedtheGazaMinistryofHealthreportsandmediaestimatesofthenumberofciviliansskilled,saying“morethan17,000Hamascombatantsareestimatedtohavebeenkilled,yettheseIiguresarelargelyexcludedfromglobalreporting.”73

GiventheintensescrutinyofIDFactions,IsraelhasanincentivetosaytheyhadkilledalargepercentageofHamas.Yet,inlateAugust2025,  TheGuardianreportedthatIsraelimilitaryintelligencehave ,formonths,believedthattheIDFhadnotkilledas  manycombatantsastheIsraeligovernmenthadbeenpubliclyasserting.Israelimilitaryintelligencehadinfactcounted,asofMay2025,8,900militants“deadorprobablydead,”farfewerthanpreviouslyreportedbythegovernmentofIsrael.74  Inotherwords,  takingintoaccounttheIsraeligovernment'sinternaluseofGazaMinistryofHealthIigures,andtheirownestimateofcombatantskilled,IsraeliintelligenceofIicialslikelyunderstoodthatmorethan80%ofthemorethan50,000peoplekilledatthatpointwerecivilians.75

Inasserting  

thatHamasisresponsibleforthedeathsofciviliansbyturningthemintohumanshields,specificallybyhidingbehindandlocatingtheirinfrastructureincivilianareas,theIDFhasnottakenintoaccounthowitsowntactics,weaponschoices,andbeliefsabouttheacceptabilityofciviliancasualtieshaveaffectedthecivilianpopulationinGaza.76

TheBombing:“MaximumDamage”

combatantstheIDFhaskilled,andhenceunderestimatedthenumberofcivilianstheyhave
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76  PeterBeaumont,  “WhatisaHumanShieldandhowHamasBeenAccusedofUsingThem?”  TheGuardian,  
30October2023,  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/30/human-shield-israel-claim-hamas-command-
centre-under-hospital-palestinian-civilian-gaza-city.  

TheIsraeligovernmenthasinvestigatedreportsthatitsownsoldiersareusingPalestiniansasshieldsbysendingthemaheadofIsraeliforcesintobuildingsandtunnels.;LorenzoTondo,“IsraelInvestigatesUseofPalestiniansasHumanShieldsbyitsForcesinGaza,”  TheGuardian,  24May2025,  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/24/israel-investigates-use-of-palestinians-as-human-shields-by-its-forces-in-gaza.

72  See  RosAtkins,  “Israel's  WarinGazaandProportionality,”  BBCNews,  12September2025,  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cr5r76e127do.

71  JacobMagid,  “NetanyahuLashesForeignPressfor'False'ReportingRegardingGazaHumanitarianSituation,”  
TheTimesofIsrael,  4September2024.  https://www.timesoiisrael.com/liveblog_entry/netanyahu-lashes-foreign-
press-for-false-reporting-regarding-gaza-humanitarian-situation/.

73  AndrewFox,  “QuestionableCounting:  Analyzing  theDeathTollFromTheHamas-
RunMinistryOfHealthInGaza,”HenryJacksonSociety,December2024.  https://
henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/HJS-Questionable-Counting-%E2%80%93-Hamas-Report-web-v2.pdf.  P.5.
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79

80  Geitner,  et  al.,  “Patterns  of  Harm  Analysis,  Gaza,  October  2023,”  p.  5.

destroysoroccupiesdifferentportionsofGaza.TherewasashortceaseIirefrommid-
Januarytomid-March2025.  ImmediatelyaftertheceaseIireended,Israel'sgovernment

ofBeitHanounandGazaCity,whichbeforethebombardmentbegan,hadapopulationdensitygreaterthanNewYorkCity.Israelitargetingthenfocusedoncitiesfurthersouth,includingthecitiesDeiralBalah,KhanYounisandRafah.

deathsandofinjuries,accordingtotheGazaMinistryofHealthasreportedbytheUN.

resumedheavybombardmentofGaza.  IsraelalsoblockedallhumanitarianaidfromMarchthroughApril2025.  

AnothersurgeinIsraelimilitaryoperationsinGazabeganinAugust2025.

IsraelimilitarybombardmentintheIirstweekstargetedurbanareas,Iirst,thetown

thegroundinvasion,wasparticularlyintenseandthiswasthequarterwiththehighestnumberofdeathsandinjuries.ThehighleveloffatalitiesandinjuriesintheearlyweeksandmonthsofthewarwereforeseeableandlikelyforeseengiventhenumberofbombsusedandGaza'ssmallsize.TheentireareaoftheGazaStripis25mileslong,andbetween3.7and7.5mileswide,atotalareaof141squaremiles(365  km2).  Bycomparison,LasVegasisaboutthesamesizeandPhiladelphiajustslightlysmallerthantheGazaStrip.

ThecurrentGazawarhashadseveralphases.  In  response  to  the  Hamas  attack,  there

wasinitialbombardmentoftargetsinGazabytheIDF,whichbeganimmediatelyon7October2023,followedbyagroundinvasionon27Octoberandoccupation.77  TherehavebeensurgesofIsraelibombardmentandgroundforceoperationsasIsrael'smilitary

DuringtheIirstIivedaysofthewar,beforethegroundinvasionwhichbeganon27October,accordingtotheIsraeliAirForce,theIAFdroppedabout6,000bombsinGazaonHamastargets,anaverageof1,000perday.78  Thenon-governmentalorganizationAirwarsdocumented,intheperiodbetween7October2023totheendofOctober2023,  "atleast65incidentsinwhichaminimumof20civilianswerekilledinasingleincident.Thisisnearlytriplethenumberofsuchhigh-fatalityincidentsinthedeadliestmonthpreviouslydocumentedbyAirwars,whichwererecordedinIraqiMarch2017."79  TheAirwarsanalysisofharmfound“atleast5,139civilianskilledinGazabetweenOctober7ththroughthe31st.Thisnumberisonlyaminimum,withthemaximumnumberofciviliansskilledreaching6,668.”80  Figures  1and2,  respectively,  illustratethequarterlytollinGazaof

Asisthecaseinseveralrecentwars,thebombardmentintheIirstfewweeks,before
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RyanGeitner,  et  al.,  “PatternsofHarmAnalysis,Gaza,October2023,”Airwars,December2024,p.6.  
https://gaza-patterns-harm.airwars.org/assets/Airwars%20Patterns%20of%20harm%20analysis%20-

77  JamesMackenzieandMaayanLubell,  “IsraelLaunchesGazaWar'sSecondPhaseWithGroundOperation,  
NetenyahuSays,”  Reuters,  28October2023,  https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/eu-calls-
humanitarian-pauses-gaza-aid-israel-raids-enclave-2023-10-26/ .
78  IsraeliAirForce,  https://x.com/IAFsite/status/1712484101763342772.  
AlsoseePhilipWebberandStuartParkinson,“Gaza:OneoftheMostIntenseBombardmentsinHistory?”  
ResponsibleScienceJournal,  no.7,  13March2024,  https://www.sgr.org.uk/resources/gaza-one-most-intense-bombardments-history.

%20Gaza%20October%202023.pdf.
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82  Jamaluddine,  Abukmail,  Aly,  Campbell,  and  Chechi,  
“TraumaticInjuryMortalityintheGazaStripfromOct7,2023,toJune30,2024,”p.475.

81  Source:  GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,  “PalestinianCasualties.”
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BecausetheseGazaMinistryofHealthIiguresare,asdiscussedabove,likelyanundercountofthetotalkilled,thenumbersareusedhereasmeansofillustratingtrendsinthekillingandinjuryoverthecourseofthewar.ThesequarterlytotalsalsoillustratethatbothdeathsandinjurieshavebeenhigherinrecentmonthsthanbeforetheceaseIireendedinMarch2025,trackingtheuptickinIsraelioperations.

Figure1.GazaMinistryofHealthDataontheNumberofPeopleKilledinGazaEachQuarter  
(October2023-September2025)81

Anotheranalysisofthedata,bypublichealthscholarsJamaluddine,Abukmail,Aly,Campbell,andChechi,usingmoreresourcesthantheGazaMinistryofHealth,foundthatfrom7October2023to30June2024,  "themajorityofdeaths(59.1%)occurredamongwomen,children,andolderpeople,groupsconsideredparticularlyvulnerableinconIlict-affectedsettingsandlesslikelytobecombatants."82

16

ThehighlevelofciviliancasualtiescomparedtootherrecentwarsisalsoaresultofachangeinIsraelimilitarytargetingdoctrine.AsIsrael'sDefenseMinister,YaovGallantsaidearlyinthewar,“Ihaveloweredalltherestraints—wewillkilleveryoneweIightagainst,wewilluseeverymeans.”83  RearAdmiralDanielHagari,anIDFspokespersonsaid,  “While  balancing  accuracy  with  the  scope  of  damage,  right  now  we're  refocused  on  what  causes  maximum  damage.”84
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84  BethanMcKernanandQuiqueKierszenbaum,  “'We'reFocusedonMaximumDamage':GroundOffensiveinGazaSeemsImminent,”  
TheGuardian,  10October2023,  https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2023/oct/10/right-now-it-is-one-day-at-a-time-life-on-israels-frontline-with-gaza.

83  QuotedinYagilLevy,  “TheIsraeliArmyHasDroppedtheRestraintinGaza,andtheDataShowsUnprecedentedKilling,”  
Haaretz,  9December2023,  https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-12-09/ty-article-magazine/.highlight/the-israeli-
army-has-dropped-the-restraint-in-gaz  a-and-data-shows-unprecedented-killing/0000018c-4cca-db23-
ad9f-6cdae8ad0000?
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ThehighciviliantollisalsoinpartaconsequenceofthechoicesthattheIDFhasmadetouseunguidedandverylargeweaponsincivilianareas.Theseincludetheunguided2,000-pound(900kg)Mark-84(M-84)ornearlyidenticalBLU-117  bombssuppliedbytheUnitedStates.  M-84weaponscanbeusedwithandwithoutprecisionguidance.WhetherornottheyareIittedwithguidance,theM-84bombsarereportedly  “capableofformingacrater50feet(15.2m)wideand36ft(11.0m)deep.”89  TheMark-84can  “penetrateupto

“In  previous  

conIlictswithHamas,manyIsraelistrikeswereapprovedonlyafterofIicersconcludedthatnocivilianswouldbehurt.Sometimes,ofIicerscouldriskkillinguptoIiveciviliansandonlyrarelydidthelimitriseto10oraabove,thoughtheactualdeathtollwassometimesmuchhigher.”87  IDFcriteriafortargetingwereloosenedlaterinthewaraswell,allowingIsraeltotargethomes,schools,andhospitalsthatmightbeusedbyHamas.88

Figure  2.  GazaMinistryofHealthDataontheNumberofPeopleInjuredinGazaEachQuarter  (October2023-
September2025)85

SpeciIically,intheIirsttwoweeksofIighting,usingloosenedrulesofengagementthatgaveIDFofIicerstheauthoritytoriskkillingupto20civiliansperairstrike,theIsraelimilitarystruckmorethan7,000targets.86  As  TheNewYorkTimesreported ,  thisauthoritywasapparentlyadeparturefrompreviousIsraelimilitaryguidance.TheTimesfoundthat ,
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89  “Mark84bomb”  https://mapsairmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Mark-84-Bomb.pdf.
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HarryDavies,“IsraelStrikesonGazaSchoolsUsedasCivilianSheltersArePartofaDeliberateStrategy,Say

86  Patrick  Kingsley,  “Israel's  Strikes  on  Gaza  Are  Some  of  the  Most  Intense  This  Century,”  The  New  York  
Times,  26  October  2023.  https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/25/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-
airstrikes.html. ;PatrickKingsleyetal,“IsraelLoosenedItsRulestoBombHamasFighters,KillingManyMoreCivilians,”  
TheNewYorkTimes,  26December2024.  https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/26/world/middleeast/israel-  
hamas-gaza-bombing.html?searchResultPosition=1.

Sources,”  TheGuardian,  2June2025,  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/02/israel-strikes-gaza-
schools-strategy .  YuvalAbraham,  “IsraelisFalselyDesignatingGazaAreasEmptyinOrdertoBombThem,”  
+972Magazine,  4June2024,  https://www.972mag.com/israel-gaza-empty-neighborhoods-  airstrikes/.

88

85  Source:  GazaMinistryofHealthDataasreportedinUnitedNations,  “PalestinianCasualties.”

87  Kingsley,  et  al.,  “IsraelLoosenedItsRulestoBombHamasFighters,KillingManyMoreCivilians.”
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2024-06-28/.

93

90  “Mark84bomb.”

91

15inches(381.0mm)ofmetalor11ft(3.4m)ofconcrete,dependingontheheightfromwhichisdropped,andcauseslethalfragmentationtoradiusof400yards(365.8m).”90  FromOctober2023tomid-2024,theU.S.hadtransferred,  “atleast14,000oftheMK-842,000-poundbombs,6,500500-poundbombs,3,000HellIireprecision-guidedair-to-groundmissiles,1,000bunker-busterbombs,2,600air-droppedsmall-diameterbombs”
thatIsraelused.91

tunnelsandHamasIighters,attackedJabalyarefugeecamp.Theattackmayhaveused  atleast  two2,000-pound  bombs.93  

TheUnitedNationsOfIiceoftheHighCommissioner  said,

“Ataround1420hours,theIDFstruckaresidentialblockindenselypopulatedJabalyaRefugeeCamp.ThestrikecompletelyIlattenedanareaofatleast2,500squaremetres,destroying10structures.Itimpactedacrossanapproximatediagonalspanof75metres,causingdamagetoatleast10morebuildings.”The  OfIiceoftheHighCommissioner“verIied56peoplekilled,including12womenand23children,withinformationofanadditional43fatalities.”94

On31October2023,  Israel'sgovernment,whichsaiditwastargetingunderground

AnanalysisofMark-84bombcratersforbombsdroppednearhospitalsinGazabetween7Octoberand17November2023foundthat,  

“84%ofallhospitalswerewithin800m,the'damageandinjury'range,ofatleastoneM-84bombdetonation,and25%ofallhospitalswerewithin360m,the'lethal'range.”92

overconcernsthattheywerebeingusedindenselypopulatedareas.AsBidensaidinaninterviewwithCNN ,  

“CivilianshavebeenkilledinGazaasaconsequenceofthosebombsandotherwaysinwhichtheygoafterpopulationcenters.”95  

TheBidenadministration'sreviewof“SafeguardsandAccountabilityWithRespecttoTransferredDefenseArticles”foundthat,  

“givenIsrael'ssigniIicantrelianceonU.S.-

madedefensearticles,itisreasonabletoassessthatdefensearticlescoveredunderNSM-20havebeenusedbyIsraelisecurity

18

TheBidenadministrationpausedthetransferofMark-84bombsinearlyMay2024,

ChristophKoettl,  Ainar  Tifenthaler,  HaleyWillis,  and  AlexanderCardia,  “IsraelUsed2,000-PoundBombsinStrikeonJabaliya,AnalysisShows,”  

TheNewYorkTimes,  3November2023.  https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/03/world/middleeast/

israel-bomb-jabaliya.html.

92  DennisKunichof,etal.,  “AreHospitalsCollateralDamage?

AssessingGeospatialProximityOf2000lbBombDetonationstoHospitalFacilitiesintheGazaStripfromOctober7toNovember17,2023,”  

PLOSGlobalPublicHealth,  

10October2024.  https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0003178#pgph.0003178.ref0

HumeyraPamukandMikeStone,“Exclusive:UShasSentIsraelThousandsof2,000-lbbombsSinceOct.7,”

Reuters,  https://www.reuters.com/world/us-has-sent-israel-thousands-2000-pound-bombs-since-oct-7-

95  JosephBidenquotedinKevinLiptak,  “BidenSaysHeWillStopSendingBombsandArtilleryShellstoIsraelifitLaunchesMajorInvasionofRafah,”  

CNN,  9May2024,  https://edition.cnn.com/2024/05/08/politics/joe-biden-interview-cnntv.

94  UnitedNations,  “ThematicReport,IndiscriminateandDisproportionateAttacksDuringtheConilictinGaza(October-

December2023)”,UnitedNationsHumanRights,p.6.  https://www.ohchr.org/sites/

default/iiles/documents/countries/opt/20240619-ohchr-thematic-report-indiscrim-disprop-attacks-gaza-oct-dec2023.pdf.
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96  AntonyBlinken,  

“ReporttoCongressunderSection2oftheNationalSecurityMemorandumonSafeguardsandAccountabilitywithRespecttoTransferredDefenseArticlesandDefenseServices(NSM-20),”  10May2025,  https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Report-to-Congress-under-Section-2-of-the-National-Security-Memorandum-on-Safeguards-and-Accountability-with-Respect-to-Transferred-  Defense.pdf.

NasserHospital,theonlyremaininghospitalinsouthernGaza,on25August2025,hittheemergencydepartmentandthesurgeryaswellasinpatientportionsofthehospital.Theinitialstrikeinjuredseveralpeopleandcollapsedaportionoftheroofofastaircase,andthen10minuteslateranotherstrikewithtwomoremissiles  killedandinjuredsomethosewhohadrushedtoassistthewounded.Alltold,20people,includingIivejournalists,werekilled.OnthedayoftheattackBenjaminNetanyahucallededita“tragicmishap.”Thenextday,however,theIDFsaidthatitwastargetingacamerabeingusedfromthehospitaltoviewIDFoperationsandthatsix“terrorists”  hadbeenkilled.99  Assumingthatsixofthe20peoplekilledthatdaywerecombatants  (albeit,notactivelyIightingatthetime,sincetherewasnoweaponsIirecomingfromthehospitalatthetimeoftheattack),70%ofthosekilledwerecivilians.
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States  can  choose  to  be  more  or  less  careful  about  measures  and  minimize  risks

Attacks  on  hospitals  in  Gaza  continue.  For  example,  an  Israeli  missile  attack

forcessinceOctober7ininstancesinconsistentwithitsIHLobligationorwithestablishedbestpracticesformitigatingcivilianharm.”TheU.S.intelligencecommunityalsofoundthatwhilethere  was“nodirectindicationofIsraelintentionallytargetingcivilians....  Israelcoulddomoretoavoidcivilianharm.”96  TheTrumpadministrationresumedtheshipmentoftheseweaponsinFebruary2025,eventhoughceaseIirewasthenineffect.97  TheTrumpadministrationnotiIedCongress28February2025thatwouldtransfermorethan35,500Mark  -84bombbodies,3,450Mark-84bombs,and3,450guidancekitsforthosebombs

tocivilians,  including  notonlywhereandwhentouseforce,butalsowhetherornotuseprecision-

guidedweapons.Indeed,althoughprecision-guidedweaponshavebeenavailable,becausetheU.S.  

hadprovidedthem,Israelhasoftennotusedthem.AccordingtoaU.S.  

intelligenceassessment,55-60%ofthe29,000bombsusedbyIsraelthroughmid-December2023wereprecision-

guided,and40-45%ofthemunitionswereunguided,

98  DefenseSecurityCooperationAgency,  News,  “Israel—  MunitionsandMunitionsSupport,”  DepartmentofDefense,  
28February2025,  TransmittalNo.25-34.  https://www.dsca.mil/Press-Media/Major-Arms-Sales/Article-Display/
Article/4088258/israel-munitions-and-munitions-support .

ActiononArmedViolence,  “USShips1,600MK-84HeavyBombstoIsraelAmidConcernsofResurgentConilict,”  AOAV,  https://aoav.org.uk/

2025/us-ships-1600-mk-84-heavy-bombs-to-israel-amid-concernsof-resurgent-conilict/ .

97  Reuters,  “IsraelReceivesShipmentofHeavyBombsClearedbyTrump,”  Reuters,  16February2025,  https://www.reuters.com/world/

israel-receives-shipment-heavy-bombs-cleared-by-trump-2025-02-16/.

99  Reuters,“IsraelHitsGazaHospital,KillingatLeast20People,IncludingFiveJournalists.”MeganFisherandEmirNader,“IsraeliDoubleStrikeonGazaHospital

—  WhatWeKnow,”  BBCNews,  25August2025,  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c80d2zrdj7vo.  

AbeerSalman,LaurentKent,ThomasBordeaux,GianlucaMezzoiiore,andSarahElSirgany,“NewVideoRevealsThirdStrikeinDeadly'Double-

Tap'AttackonGazaHospital,”  CNN,  28August2025,  https:// edition.cnn.com/ 2025/08/27/ middleeast/ gaza-nasser-hospital-israel-attack-three-

strikes-intl.
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103  United  StatesAirForce,Lt.GeneralT.MichaelMoseley,“OperationIRAQIFREEDOM—ByTheNumbers,”

101

104  Calculated  from  sources  noted  in  the  text  above.

29,199

Bombs

c.6,000

In  the  post-9/11  wars,  the  U.S.  hada“Non-CombatantCasualtyCut-OffValue”,or

7October–  23

19March-18

c.1,000perday

NCV,  the  thresholdabove  which  theU.S.  would  hesitatetostrikebecausetherewas  
alikelihoodthattoomanycivilianswouldbekilledorinjured.  

TheNCVvalueissetbythePresidentorSecretaryofDefense,toreIlectthe“cultural,geographical,operationalprogress,hostnationviewsanddomesticpoliticalconsiderationsintheareaof

20

War

US-led  War  in  

Afghanistan

c.17,500

7-12October2023

April2003
c.942perday

“dumb”bombs.100  

Bycomparison,inAfghanistanfrom7Octoberto23December2001,theU.S.militarymade6,546strikesortieswhereatleastoneweaponwasreleased,anddroppedabout17,500weapons,anaverageofabout220weaponsperday.About57%ofthosemunitionswereprecision-guided.101  Although  the  “coalitionaircampaignessentiallyendedonDecember18,2001,”CarlConnettaestimatethatabout1,000-1,300AfghancivilianswerekilledinU.S.airstrikesthrough1January2002.  102  In  Iraq,  from  19  March  to  18  April  2003,  the  U.S.  dropped29,199guidedandunguidedweaponsinabout17,000strikesortieswhereatleastoneweaponwasreleased.Thiswasanaverageofabout940weaponsperday.About68%oftheweaponsreleasedwereprecision-guided.103

AverageNumberof
ApproximateNumberofBombs/Missiles

December  2001

TimePeriod

c.224perday

Dropped/Day

Table3.  Bombing  Rates  DuringAir-WarPhasesofRecentWars104

Dropped

US  War  in  Iraq

Israel's  War  
in  Gaza

Monica:  RAND  Corporation,  2010)  p.  248,  figure  6.1.

1/0/uscentaf_oif_report_30apr2003.pdf.  AnthonyCordesman,  TheIraqWar:Strategy,Tactics,andMilitaryLessons  
(Westport:Preager,2003)p.143.

30April2003,Unclassiiied,  https://media.defense.gov/2013/Jun/13/2001329960/-1/-

BenjaminS.Lambeth,  AirPowerAgainstTerror:America'sConductofOperationEnduringFreedom  (Santa

100  

NatashaBertrandandKatieBoLillis,“Exclusive:NearlyHalfoftheIsraeliMunitionsDroppedonGazaareImprecise'DumbBomb,'USIntelligenceAssessmentFinds,”  CNN,  14December2023,  https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/13/politics/intelligence-assessment-dumb-bombs-israel-gaza#:~:text=The%20assessment%2C%20compiled%20by%20the,guided%20munitions%2C%20the%20as
sessment%20says..

102  AirForceHistoricalSupportDivision,  “2001—OperationEnduringFreedom,”  https://
www.aihistory.af.mil/FAQs/Fact-Sheets/Article/458975/2001-operation-enduring-freedom/.  Carl  Conetta,  
“OperationEnduringFreedom:  WhyaHigherRateofCivilianBombingCasualties,”  ProjectonDefenseAlternatives,  
18January2002,  revised24January2002).  http://www.comw.org/pda/0201oef.html.

Machine Translated by Google

https://media.defense.gov/2013/Jun/13/2001329960/-1/-1/0/uscentaf_oif_report_30apr2003.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2013/Jun/13/2001329960/-1/-1/0/uscentaf_oif_report_30apr2003.pdf


111

operations.”105  Thenumberitselfisusuallysecret.Ithasbeenreportedthat  
in2005,theNCVinIraqwas30.  106  In2016,US  

“seniordefenseofIicials”acknowledgedthatwhiletheNCVhadpreviouslybeenzeroforoperationsinSyria,thethresholdhadbeenraised:“Upto10civiliansmaybekilled,ifitisdeemednecessaryinordertogetacriticalmilitarytarget.”107  Inlate2022,  theBidenAdministrationapparentlysetanNCVofzero—  “Nearcertaintythatnon-combatantswillnotbeinjuredorkilledintheoperation”—  forusesofforceagainstterrorists.108

USmilitaryofIicialssometimescomplainedduringthewarsinAfghanistanandIraq

AsFigure3  

shows,childrencompriseassignIicantportionofthosekilled.Thisisunsurprisingsince47%ofthepopulationisunderage  18.111  ThePalestinianBureauofStatisticsnotedinmid-2025that,  “AfundamentalshiftisexpectedintheageandpopulationpyramidofGazaStrippopulationduetothedeliberatetargetingbytheIsraeli

Thedata  

showsthatIsraeligovernmentassertionsofcare,legality,andlegaldefensibilityaside,thenumbersofciviliansskilledhasbeenhighthroughoutthewar.ThemostrecentlistoffatalitiesbyageandsexreleasedbytheGazaMinistryofHealthatthetimeofthiswritingcovers  theperiodfrom3October2023through31July2025.TheGazaMinistryofHealthdoesnotdistinguishbetweencombatantsandnoncombatantsintheirreports.Thesereportsenumeratenames,age,andsexofthosekilled.

becausethey  wereintendedtominimizecivilianharm.109  Bycontrast,  the  formerIsraeli
thattherulesofengagement,ortheNCVsetbycivilianofIicials,weretoorestrictive

21

General  Herzi  Halevi,  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  IDF  from  January  2023  until  
March2025,said,“Notoncehasanyonererestrictedme.Notonce.NotthemilitaryAG[advocategeneralYifatTomer-

Yerushalmi]who,bytheway,hasn'ttheauthoritytorestrictme.”Rather,Halevisaid,“Therearelegaladviserswhosay:Wewillknowhowtodefendthislegallyintheworld,andthisisveryimportantforthestateofIsrael.”110

108  

JosephR.Biden,“PresidentialPolicyMemorandumGoverningDirectActionCounterterrorismOperationsOutsideAreasofActiveHostilities,”p.11.Thedeiinitionofnearcertaintyisredacted.  https://www.aclu.org/documents/biden-administrations-presidential-policy-memorandum-governing-direct-action-counterterrorism-operations-outside-areas-of-active-hostilities.
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http://wikileaks.org/wiki/US_Rules_of_Engagement_for_Iraq.  
Thisdocumentwasunclassiiiedbyleakin2008.Itwasnotanoficiallydeclassiiieddocument.
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13December2016.  AlsoseeTomVandenBrook,  “NewRulesAllowMoreCivilianCasualtiesinAirWarAgainstISIL,”  
USA  Today,  19April2016,  https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2016/04/19/new-rules-  allow-
more-civilian-casualties-air-war-against-isil/83190812/.
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TheGuardian,  12September2025.  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/sep/12/israeli-ex-commander-
coniirms-palestinian-casualties-are-more-than-200000?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other.

109  Neta  C.  Crawford,  AccountabilityforKilling:MoralResponsibilityforCollateralDamageinAmerica'sPost-9/11Wars  
(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,2013).

105  ScottGraham,  “TheNon-CombatantCasualtyCut-
OffValue:AssessmentofaNovelTargetingTechniqueinOperationInherentResolve,”  InternationalCriminalLawReview,  vol.18,no.4,(2018)pp.655-685:679.
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Figure  3.  Gaza  Ministry  of  Health  Figures  on  Traumatic  Fatalities  by  Age  and  Sex,

armyofyoungeragegroups—particularlychildrenandyouth.”112  

Further,thePalestinianBureauofStatisticsnotedthat,“ThelossofasigniIicantportionofmenandwomenofreproductiveageislikelytoleadtoafuturedeclineinbirthrates.Thiswillcontributetoagrowingdemographicgapatthebaseofthepopulationpyramidandwillaffectthepopulationstructurefordecadestocome.”113

As  public  health  scholars  have  noted,  “accurately  
measuringindirectmortalityduringongoingwasfraughtwithchallengesandlimitations.”  Inthiscase,  
“Althoughgroundsurveycouldyieldrobusteestimates,thehighlyunsafeconditionsforhumanitarian

Iire(directdeath),  thereisindirect  (ornon-traumatic)  

harm,duetothedestructionofinfrastructure(water,sanitation,andmedicalservices),economicdisruption,displacement,andstarvationcausedbywar.Inallwars,indirectdeathsanddiseaseoccurlongaftertheIghtingstops,evenafterreconstruction.115

In  addition  to  those  deaths  and  injuries  caused  by  the  trauma  of  bombs,  bullets,  and
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3October2023  —  31July2025114

ImmediateandLong-Term  IndirectHarm

8%

16%

7%

9,736  Female  Adults

over

Adults

4,802  Children  aged  

14-17  years

4,428  Elderly  Men  and  Women,  aged  60  and  over
13,655  Children  aged  

0-13  years
23%

46%

27,577  Male

114  
GazaMinistryofHealthData31July2025listassuppliedbyMikeSpagat.Alsosee“Listofidentifiedvictims,aspublishedbythePalestinianMoHinGaza”  https://airwars.org/moh-list/

PalestinianCentralBureauofStatistics,  
“PalestinianCentralBureauofStatistics(PCBS)PresentstheConditionsofthePalestinianPopulationontheOccasionoftheWorldPopulationDay,11/07/2025,”  p.2.

PalestinianCentralBureauofStatistics,  
“PalestinianCentralBureauofStatistics(PCBS)PresentstheConditionsofthePalestinianPopulationontheOccasionoftheWorldPopulationDay,11/07/2025,”  p.2.

115  SeeStephanieSavell,  “HowDeathOutlivesWar:TheReverberatingImpactofthePost-9/11WarsonHumanHealth,”  
CostofWar,  15May2023.  https://
costsofwar.watson.brown.edu/sites/default/iiles/papers/How-Death-Outlives-War.pdf.
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117  Spagat,  Pedersen,  Shikaki,  Robbins,  Bendavid,  Hegre,  and  Guha-Sapir,  “Violent  and  Nonviolent  Death  Tolls

116  Jamaluddine,  Abukmail,  Aly,  Campbell,  Chechi,  
“TraumaticInjuryMortalityintheGazaStripfromOct7,2023,toJune30,2024,”p.475.

120  UnitedNationsOfficefortheCoordinationofHumanitarianAffairs,  “ReportedImpactSnapshot,GazaStrip(3September2025).”

122  UN  OfiicefortheCoordinationofHumanitarianAffairs,  “ReportedImpactSnapshot,GazaStrip(3Sept.

121  MedecinsSansFrontieres,  “MSFForcedtoSuspendGazaCityActivitiesAmidIntensiiiedIsraeliOffensive,”
MSF  Press  Release,  26  September  2025.  https://www.msf.org/msf-forced-suspend-activities-amid-israeli-
offensive-gaza-city .

122  

InJuly2025,SavetheChildrenandmorethanadozenotherhumanitarianorganizationsreportedthat,

123  SavetheChildren,  “GazaHumanitarianSnapshot,”  15July2025.  
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/pdf/Gaza-Humanitarian-Snapshot-15-July.pdf.
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“Palestinianscontinuetobesqueezedintosmaller,overcrowdedarethatlacktheresourcestosupporthumanlife.”123  

InareasthatareunderIsraelicontrol,theIDFandprivatecontractorsaredestroyingtheremainingbuildings.Mostrecently,asIsraelhas

havenowheresafetoliveandbasicpublicinfrastructurehasbeengutted.  

InlateFebruary2024,theUNhadestimatedthat35%ofstructuresinGazahadbeendestroyed;asof8July

DoctorsWithoutBorders(orMedecinsSansFrontieres)suspendedoperationsinGazaCitystatingthat,  

“TherelentlessIsraelioffensiveinGazaCity,Palestine,hasforcedMédecinsSansFrontières(MSF)tosuspendvitalmedicalactivitiesintheareaduetotherapidlydeterioratingsecuritysituation.Thesituationincludescontinuedairstrikesandadvancingtankslessthanonekilometrefromourhealthcarefacilities.TheescalatingattacksfromIsraeliforceshavecreatedanunacceptablelevelofriskforourstaff,forcingustosuspendlifesavingmedicalactivities.”121

andhealthworkersinsideGazaandaccessconstraintscurrentlymakeitunfeasible.”116  

AsurveyofGazacoordinatedbypublichealthexpertsinearly2025estimatedthattherehadalreadybeenbetween4,540and12,500indirectdeathsbetween7October2023and5January2025.117  Butthereagain,theestimatesmaybelow.“Non-traumamortalityintheGazaStripislikelyunderreportedduetocollapsedmonitoringsystems.”118  Morbidityisalsolikelyunderreportedforthesamereasons.TheWorldHealthOrganizationreportedinMay2025thatthehospitalsysteminGazawasnear“thebreakingpoint.”InMay,WHOcounted19ofthe36hospitalsinGazatobefunctioninginsomecapacity.119  AsofAugust2025,18hospitalswerefunctioning—  “1fullyand17partially.”120  Inlate  September  2025,

ThescaleofdevastationinGazalikelymeansthatthefutureindirectdeathtollwill

2025,  
78%ofallstructureshadbeendestroyedordamaged.Thesituationforhousingisworse.Morethan90%ofhousingisdamagedordestroyed.

beextremelyhigh,evenifthewarnedtoday.ThevastmajorityofPalestiniansinGaza

for  the  Gaza  War,"  p.  4  
118  IPC,  "Gaza  Strip,"  p.  1.
119  WorldHealthOrganization,“HealthSystematBreakingPointasHostilitiesFurtherIntensifyinGaza,WHOWarns,”22May2025.  
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-05-2025-health-system-at-breaking-point-as-hostilities-further-intensify--
who-
warns#:~:text=Of%20the%2019%20hospitals%2C%2012,Strip%20are%20damaged%20or%20destroyed .

2025),”  https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-3-september-2025.
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128  UNICEF,  “Famine  ConiirmedforFirstTimeinGaza,”  PressRelease,  22August2025,  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/famine-coniirmed-iirst-time-gaza.

As  the  Gaza  War  approaches  the  two-year  mark,  nearly  the  entire  population  faces

conditionsofafoodcrisisworse.ThecapacitytoproducefoodinGazaisnearlyzero,withonly1.5%ofcroplandundamagedandaccessibleforcultivationasoflateJuly2025
according  to  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations.  127  With  theagriculturalsector  

almostcompletely  destroyedbytheIsraelimilitary,  Gazathusnecessarilyreliesonfoodimports.  
AsUNICEFreported  inAugust2025,  

“BytheendofSeptember,morethan640,000peoplewillfaceCatastrophiclevelsoffoodinsecurity–

thaninGazaCity.”128  AstheUNSecretaryGeneralAntonioGuterressaidinlateAugust2025 ,  

“Famineisnolongeraloomingpossibility—  itisapresent-daycatastrophe.”129

ThenumberofindirectdeathsisdifIculttoestimateandpredict.  Researchonrecentwarshasfoundthatthe  

ratioofdirect-to-

indirectdeathshasvaried,dependingonconditions.AccordingtotheGenevaDeclarationSecretariat,“Betweenthreeand15timesasmanypeopledieindirectlyforeverypersonwhodiesviolently.”130  Thisisobviously

Healthcareisthusunavailableorinadequateformostpeople.  

Theremaininghospitalsareoverwhelmedandfunctioningwithoutcrucialsupplies.Dr.RikPeeperkorn,theWorldHealthOrganizationRepresentativefortheWestBank/Gaza,reportedinAugust2025that,“52%ofthemedicinesand68%ofconsumables[are]atzerostock.”125  Alltheseconditionscreatetheperfectstormforcasesofmeningitis,whicharespikinginGaza.“ThespreadofmeningitisinGazareIlectsthecollapseofcorepublichealthprotections.

taken  overGazaCity,ithasblownupandthenbulldozedindividualhomesandevenentireneneighborhoods.124

Hospitalsarenon-functional,staffareoverwhelmed,andbasicsuppliesarecutoff.  

Thisoutbreak,similartothoseseeninconIlict-

affectedsettingsuchasSouthSudanorSyria,underscoresthedevastatingimpactofdisplacementandwater,sanitation,andhygienefailures;however,Gaza'sisolationandlong-termsiegemakethecrisisevenmoreacute.”126

classiIiedasIPCPhase5–  

acrosstheGazaStrip.Anadditional1.14millionpeopleintheterritorywillbeinEmergency(IPCPhase4)andfurther396,000peopleinCrisis(IPCPhase3)conditions.ConditionsinNorthGazaareestimatedtobeassevere–orworse–

125  United  Nations,  “Gaza  health  system  'catastrophic'  with  hospitals  overwhelmed  and  medicines  
running  out,  WHO  warns.”  UNNews,  12  August  2025.  https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165631.
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FAO,  https:// openknowledge.fao.org/ server/ api/ core/ bitstreams/ c93215e8-2ac0-4e36-a82b-  25ee66fa80b7/
content.
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BBCNews,  5September2025.

126  SamerAbuzerr,HaninHamdanandJinanCharafeddine,“PediatricMeningitisOutbreakinGazaAmidHealthSystemCollapse,  
TheLancet,  16August2025.https ://www.thelancet.com/
journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01520-X/fulltext.
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129  UnitedNations,  “GazaDeathandDestruction'WithoutParallelinRecentTimes':  Guterres,”  UNNews,  28August2025,  
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165734.

Machine Translated by Google

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/famine-confirmed-first-time-gaza
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165631
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/c93215e8-2ac0-4e36-a82b-25ee66fa80b7/content
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165734


132  MichaelSpagat,  “A  

criticalanalysisofTheLancet'sletter“CountingtheDeadinGaza:DifficultbutEssential”.ProfessorSpagatreviewstheclaimthetotalGazadeathtollmayreachupwardsof186,000,”
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www.unrwa.org/sites/default/iiles/

content/resources/unrwa_the_backbone_of_the_humanitarian_re

sponse_-_factsheet_en2.pdf.

133  UnitedNationsOfiicefortheCoordinationofHumanitarianAffairs,  “ReportedImpactSnapshot|GazaStrip(10September2025)”  https://

www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-10-

ThisfocuscanpotentiallymitigatetheworstoutcomesseeninmoreisolatedconIlicts."132  
However,ifanything,thedeteriorationofconditionsinGazasince2024suggeststhattheratioofindirecttodirectdeathswillbeonthehighend.  

Asnoted,someaidisreachingGaza.However,thedestructionofinfrastructurecontinuesandtheaidisinadequatetomakeupforthelosses.

quitearangeanddependsonmanyfactors,includingthescaleofhumanitarianassistanceandtherateofinfrastructurerepair.

Oneanalysis  ofmortalityinGaza,publishedinJuly  

2024,usedtheGenevaDeclarationSecretariatrangeasastartingpointandthensuggestedthatindirectdeathinGazacouldbeashighasfourtimesthenumberofdirectdeaths.131  Shortlyafterwards,theciviliancasualtyexpertMichaelSpagatarguedthatthisisIigureneedstobegroundedinmoreevidence.  “Gazais  a  densely  populated  area  with  substantial  international  attention.

Netanyahu  said,  “Ourbestfriendsintheworld–  senatorsIknowasstrongsupportersofIsrael–  
havewarnedthattheycannotsupportusifimagesofmassstarvationemerge.We

IsraelcompletelyhaltedthedeliveryofaidtoGazainMarch2025andfor11weeks,

asofSeptember2025,about82%oftheterritory“waswithintheIsraelimilitarizedzone,underdisplacementorders,orwherethoseoverlap.”133

netanyahusaid  “onlyminimal”aidwouldbeallowedintoGaza.

September-2025.
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TheUNreliefagencyforPalestinians(UNRWA)hadbeenprovidingeducation,health,andhousingforhundredsofthousandsofpeopleinGaza.InDecember2024,UNRWAhadbeenprovidingshelterfornearly400,000internallydisplacedpersons.134  UNRWAalso  operated  400  reliefdistributionsitesinGazabeforetheywerebarredbyIsraelinJanuary2025.

nofood,fuelmedicinewasallowedintoGaza.Someaidfromhumanitarianorganizationsbegantobedistributed27  

May  2025  throughtheU.S.  and  Israeli-runGazaHumanitarianFoundation  (GHF)whichwascreatedinFebruary2025.  

InMay2025,IsraeliPrimeMinisterBenjaminNetanyahufaceddomestic  criticismfromtheright-wingfor

6736(24)01169-3/fulltext.
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135  NoaShpigel,  “'We'reDestroyingGaza':Netanyahu,  SmotrichRushtoSoothetheRight'sFearsOverAidRenewal,”  
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%Denied

Aidagencies  continueto  reportthatIsraelhasmadeitdifIicultorimpossibleforthemtotransportanddistributeaid  
intoGaza.Israelmustfacilitate  all  

entryintoGaza.AsthedatainTable4shows,theIlowofaidtoGazahaswaxedandwanedsincetheendoftheceaseIireinMarch2025.SpeciIically,fromtheendoftheceaseIireon18March2025through9  September2025,theIsraeligovernment,throughtheIsraeliCoordinationandLiaisonAdministration,hasfacilitated39%ofrequeststofacilitatethedistributionofhumanitarianassistancebyhumanitarianorganizations.  Thus,  little  food,  fuel,  medicine,  or  medical  equipment  has  reached  the  territory  since  the  start  of  the  war.
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Since  May2025,  the  GHF  has  operated  four  distribution  sites  in  Gaza  —  three  in  southern  Gaza,  and  

one  in  central  Gaza.  

On5Aug2025,UNexpertscitingthepoorrecordofaiddistributionundertheGazaHumanitarianFoundationcalledforittobeddismantledandforpreviouslyfunctioningaidagenciestobegrantedfullaccesstoGaza.136  ThenextdayrepresentativesofaidagenciesmetwithGHFofIicialstodiscusswaystodistributeaid.137
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Table4.OutcomeofHumanitarianOrganizations'RequeststotheIsraeliCoordination/
LiaisonAdministrationforAccesstoDistributeAidtoGaza  in2025138
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mustavoidfamine,bothforpracticalreasonsanddiplomaticones.Withoutinternationalbacking,wewon'tbeabletocompletethemissionofvictory.”135
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ThereisalsosigniIicantinvisibleharm.Priortothestartofthewar,thementalhealthstatusoftheresidentsofGazawasextremelychallenging,withyoungpeoplealreadyexposedtoviolenceandotherstressors.142  IthasbeendifIicultforoutsiderstoassessthestateofmentalhealthamongGaza'sresidentssinceOctober2023.However,onestudy,asurveyof339medicalstudentspublishedin2024,  foundthat“97.05%ofparticipantssufferedfrommilddepressionorhigher,and84.37%and90.56%reportedmildanxietyandmildstresssymptomsorhigher,respectively.”143  UNICEFestimatesthatoveronemillionchildrenneedmentalhealthandpsycho-socialsupport.144  AbouthalfofGaza'sentirepopulationischildren.  BeforetheywerebannedfromGaza,UNRWAhadbeenprovidingmentalhealthandpsychosocialsupportforover520,000children.145
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many  people  with  gunshot  wounds.  139

139  MedecinsSanFrontier,  “ThisisNotAid.ThisisOrchestratedKilling,”  MedecinsSanFrontier,August2025.  
https://www.msf.org/not-aid-orchestrated-killing.

distributionsitesinRafa,theyhadreceived1,380casualtiesfromGHFsites,including

ThosePalestiniansinGazawhoattempttoreceiveaidfromthe  

GHFdistributionsiteshavebeenshotatbyprivatecontractorsandtheIsraelimilitary.AMedecinsSansFrontierreportinAugust2025notedthatiteventhoughMSFwasnotsetuptoreceivetraumapatients,becausetwoftheirprimarycarefacilitieswerelocatedneartwo  GHF

andnotesthatamongharmed,thevictimsare“mostlyyoungmenandboys,seekingassistance”nearwhatitcalls  

militarizedsupplysitesandalongconvoysupplyroutes.Inmid-

September2025,OCHAsaidthatofthoseharmedseekingaid,“210werekilledinthefirsttwoweeksofSeptember.Whilemostcasualtiesarereportedlytheresultoflivefire,overthepastweek,atleastninePalestinianskilledinanairstrikewhileseekingaidnearAsSudaniyaarea,inwesternNorthGaza,on  11September.”141

Asof3October2025,outofthetotalcasualtiesreportedinGaza,2,603peoplehadbeenkilled,and19,034peoplehadbeeninjuredataidwaitingareasandGHFdistributionpoints,accordingtotheGazaMinistryofHealth.  140  TheUNOfIicefortheCoordinationofHumanitarianAffairs  (OCHA)  countssimilarnumbersofcasualtiesatthedistributionsites

141  UnitedNations,  OfiicefortheCoordinationofHumanitarianAffairs,  
“HumanitarianAssistanceUpdate#323:GazaStrip,”18September2025,  https://www.ochaopt.org/content/
humanitarian-situation-update-323-gaza-strip .
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Reconstructionwillalsoentailhugecarbonemissionsasdebrisisremovedandashomes,hospitals,schoolsandbusinessesarerebuilt.  149

147

BenjaminNeimark,FrederickOut-

Larbi,ReubenLarbi,PatrickBigger,LinseyCotrell,LennarddeKlerk,andMykolaShlapak,“WarontheClimate:AMultitemporalStudyofGreenhouseGasEmissionsoftheIsrael-GazaConilict,”SocialScienceResearchNetwork,posted30May2025,  https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5274707.

Overthelongrun,thiswarhasalsoexacerbatedclimatechange.The  

poorpeopleintheworld,andthosewholackbasicinfrastructure,includingGazans,aremostvulnerabletoincreasedglobaltemperatures.Thewarhasexacerbatedglobalwarminginseveralways.

Conclusion

Thisreportsummarizes  some  oftheexistingunderstandingofconditions  forhumans  

inGazasinceOctober7,2023.ThemainIindingsarewellknown.Thescaleofthehumancostsismuchdeeperandbroaderthanthisreporthasbeenabletoconvey.Eventakingtheuncertaintyaboutthetotalnumberkilledandinjuredintoaccount,ifweputtheGazaWarincontext,thedirectandindirectcostinlivesmakesitoneoftheworstinrecentmemory.150

146  UNEnvironmentProgram,  
“EnvironmentalImpactoftheConilictinGaza:PreliminaryAssessmentofEnvironmentalImpacts,”2024.  https://wedocs.unep.org/20.500.11822/45739.

Thisisnottomentionthefactthattheneedtoavoidandthendisposeofunexplodedordnancewillslowclean-

upandrecovery.

Finally,  the  environmental  consequences  of  the  war,  and  their  health  consequences,

mustalsobenoted.In2024,theUNEnvironmentProgram(UNEP)  preliminaryassessmentoftheimpactofthewar  

saidthat,  

“TheconIlictinGazahasinterruptedalmostallenvironmentalmanagementsystemsandservices(includingecosystemsservices)whilecreatingnewenvironmentalhazards.”146  Amongotherproblems,  there  is  toxic  contamination  of  theairandgroundwaterfromIiresanddisruptedsanitationsystems.

ThereareincreasedmilitarygreenhousegasemissionsbythecombatantsandIsrael'sallies,whohavetransportedofarmsandotherequipmenttotheregion.Thewarhasalsodecreasedthesesequestrationofcarbonthroughthedestructionoffarmland  andclimatechangewillmakeitdifIicultforGazatorecoverfromthedestructionofitsagriculturalresources.Further,while“upto25%ofGaza'selectricitywasgeneratedthroughPV[solar]panelspriortothewar,representingoneoftheworld'shighestshares,”thedestructionofsolarenergygenerationfacilitiesinGazahasdecreasedGaza'senergyindependence  andincreasedlocalairpollution  asGazansusenon-renewableenergysourcestogenerateheatandelectricity.
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149  Nina  Lakhani,  “CarbonFootprintofIsrael'sWaronGazaExceedsThatofManyEntireCountries,”  TheGuardian,  
30May2025.  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/30/carbon-footprint-of-israels-war-on-gaza-exceeds-
that-of-many-entire-countries.

147  FadwaHodali,  KrishnaKarra,  CarolineAlexander,  and  DeniseLu,  “AnEnvironmentalCrisisHauntstheRuinsofGaza,”  
BloombergGreen,  24July2025.  https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2025-gaza-war-environmental-disaster/?
embedded-checkout=true.

150  The1994genocideinRwanda,whereabout800,000to1millionmostlyTutsipeoplewerekilledin100days,isthemostintenseslaughterinthelastfourdecades.
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154  QuotedinBorger,  “'WeTooktheGlovesOff.'”

151  

Whileitisapartytothefour1949GenevaConventions,IsraelisnotapartytoAdditionalProtocolIoftheGenevaConventions,whichspeciiiestheobligationsofstatestowardnoncombatants.However,asnotedaaboveIsraelhassaiditrecognizescustomaryinternationallaw.

153  See  Atkins,  “Israel's  War  in  Gaza  and  Proportionality.”

Second,  as  a  direct  result  of  the  Israeli  military  conduct  in  the  war,  more  than  10%  of

Ifthisreportdoesanything,itunderscoresthree  conclusions:First,  
internationalhumanitarianlawenjoinscombatantstominimizeharmtociviliansandtocareforthoseinoccupiedzones.151  

PrimeMinisterBenjaminNetanyahusaidinJanuary2024that,  “Israel'scommitmenttointernationallawisunwavering.”152  

TheIDFtoldtheBBCreporterRosAtkinsthatitis"committedtomitigatingcivilianharmduringoperationalactivity"andthatit"makesgreateffortstoestimateandconsiderpotentialciviliancollateraldamageinitsstrikes."153  However,asGeneralHerziHaleviacknowledged,theIDFhas“notonce”beenconstrainedbyinternationallaw.154  ThefactthattheIsraeligovernmenthasmadeitextremelydifIiculttogetanyaidtoGazaonlyexacerbatesthemisery,illhealth,andstarvationfacedbymostPalestiniansinGaza.

thepre-

warpopulationofGazahasbeenkilledandinjured.WhiletheGazaMinistryofHealthdataisnotperfect,theirreportsofdirecttraumaticdeatharealmostcertainlynotanexaggerationofthetotalnumberkilled.Rather,GazaMinistryofHealthreportsshouldbeunderstoodasastartingpointtoourunderstandingofmortalityinthewar.Further,mostofthedirecttraumaticdeathandinjuryhasbeenamongcivilians.  Theevidenceshowsthatdespiteitsearlierassertionsofcaretopreservecivilianlife,theIDFhasknownoperationshavekilledmoreciviliansthantheypreviouslyasserted.
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152  PrimeMinister'sOfiice,  “PMNetanyahu'sCommentsontheDecisionoftheInternationalCourtofJusticeinTheHague,”  
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/spoke-hague260124.

Finally,  

thedeathsthathaveandwillresultfromthedestructionofinfrastructure,thedenialofhumanitarianmedicinesandfood,andthestarvationcausedbytheIsraelibombardmentandblockade,  are  alsolikelyunderestimated.  Unlesshumanitarianassistanceis  immediatelyand  dramaticallyincreased,theconditionsaresuchthat,giventhescaleofdestructionofGaza'sinfrastructure,andtheongoingfamine,indirectdeathsarelikelytoexceedthenumberofpeoplekilleddirectlyinthewar.
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